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Sometimes the best ideas begin at home. Such was the case for designer 
Alexandra Becket. After restoring their first L.A. home, a 1920s bungalow, 
Becket and her husband, Greg Steinberg, launched ModOp in 2010—a 
design firm that offers everything from Becket’s hand-painted, eco-friendly 
textiles and wallpapers to renovation consulting and interior design 
services. The couple has since restored a dozen homes throughout L.A.— 
a passion that comes naturally to Becket, a granddaughter of architect 
Welton Becket. The designer, who is currently restoring a home in 
Hancock Park and developing a line of printed murals, shares her ideas  
on the best of what’s happening now. modopdesign.com

Design must-sees: Hauser & Wirth in the Arts District—it’s a spectacular 
combo of well-curated art and historic architecture. Another fun downtown 
excursion is to take the Angels Flight tram to Grand Central Market for 
lunch (Madcapra for Mediterranean or Wexler’s Deli for a lox and bagel 
plate), then walk through the Bradbury Building, a hidden architectural gem. 

Downtime destinations: Take a morning hike up to the Griffith 
Observatory for sweeping views of L.A. and finish it off with coffee and a 
pastry from The Trails Cafe, or stroll down Surfrider Beach to the Malibu 
Pier for a meal at Malibu Farm. I also walk a lot in our neighborhood, 
Silver Lake. Some of my favorite design spots are Lawson-Fenning, Yolk 
and OK, and Botanica restaurant for lunch or dinner on the patio.

On your radar: Muralist Erin Miller Williams, artist Emilie Halpern and  
architect Elizabeth Timme. Elizabeth founded the community design  
firm LA-Más and is a champion for policy and urban design reform in 
underserved neighborhoods of Los Angeles.  

THE 
INSIDER

ALEXANDRA BECKET

WRITTEN BY MAILE PINGEL 

While refurbished Art Deco buildings and freshly minted cultural 
institutions are representative of downtown L.A.’s renaissance,  
so, too, is brand-new construction. Nowhere is that more apparent  
than the city’s ever-changing skyline. Its latest addition, the 73-story 
Wilshire Grand Center—the tallest building west of Chicago if you 
count the spire rising from the roof—is home to the cloud-kissing 
Intercontinental Hotel, where it’s all about the jaw-dropping views. 
Floor-to-ceiling windows frame sweeping vistas that stretch all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean. Designed by AC Martin, the aesthetic  
was inspired by architectural historian Reyner Banham’s book, Los 
Angeles: The Architecture of Four Ecologies, which examines the 
identity of the city’s landscape. Above the reception desk in the 
lobby on the 70th floor, a stunning tangle of red, white and yellow 
lights form a chandelier (shown) that is meant to evoke a network  
of freeway interchanges—an artistic take on La-La Land’s notorious 
traffic, if ever there was one. Floors 69 through 73 house the 
common areas, including restaurants Sora and Dekkadance, with 
their typically Californian mix of clean lines, warm woods and ceramic 
tile, and the French steakhouse La Boucherie, which boasts ultra-
private velvet booths perched high above the city and a luxe ladies’ 
lounge with confection-hued decor inspired by Marie Antoinette. 
“The design team approached this as not one project per se, but 
rather as a collection of venues that teeter between sophisticated, 
cheeky, literal and abstract,” says principal designer Christopher King. 
“Each space, while connected together in concept, exhibits its own 
unique meaning, aesthetic and relevance.” dtla.intercontinental.com
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