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Hotels

STANDING TALL
The $1.35-billion downtown complex the Wilshire Grand 
Center is a 73-story, 1,100-foot skyscraper developed 
by Korean Air that opened in June. In addition to 
350,000 square feet of offi ce space, more than 30 fl oors 
of the building are occupied by the new 889-room 

InterContinental Los Angeles Downtown. The luxury 
hotel has 95,000 square feet of event space, including 
the massive Wilshire Grand Ballroom, which seats 
nearly 1,780 banquet-style or holds 3,054 for receptions, 
and has an adjacent 2,868-square-foot garden. There are 
33 additional meeting rooms. (900 Wilshire Blvd., 
dtla.intercontinental.com)
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The InterContinental Los Angeles Downtown 
has five food and beverage options, including 
1  La Boucherie on 71. The French-focused 

steak house features private dining options 
and V.I.P. booths with floor-to-ceiling 
panoramic views of the Los Angeles skyline. 
The entire restaurant holds 125 people. On 
the menu is a variety of reimagined French 
classics, as well as a wine list featuring 1,200 
international and American wines.

Spire 73, on the top floor of the 
skyscraper, is now the tallest open-air bar in 
the Western Hemisphere. The rooftop space 
features a mix of bench seating, lounge 
cabanas, metal umbrellas, and fire pits, and 
the perimeter is lined with heavy-duty glass 
to keep winds to a minimum. Spire 73 holds 
480 people for events, and features a menu 
of signature cocktails.

For a more casual option, Dekkadance, 
located on the 69th floor of the building, bills 
itself as a “farm-to-fork international market 
experience.” Think live cooking and carving 
stations, and a menu varying from acai bowls 
to artisanal bread to Neopolitan pizzas. The 
restaurant holds 104 in the main dining room, 
while four private dining rooms have capaci-
ties ranging from 16 to 24 seats.

Also on the 69th floor is Sora, an 
intimate sushi and omakase restaurant 
whose name comes from the Japanese word 
for “clouds” (which are evoked in the venue’s 
airy ambiance). The menu offers fresh-
cut sushi, prepared dishes, and Japanese 
whiskies that are served from a conveyor 
belt. Sora seats 58 people in a mix of tables 
and booths. (All venues: 900 Wilshire Blvd., 
dtla.intercontinental.com)

MEET AND EAT
At the InterContinental, find 
these new restaurants and 
event spaces.

The long-anticipated NoMad Los Angeles opened 
in January 2018. Located in the historic Giannini 
Place building downtown, the 241-room hotel is 
designed by Jacques Garcia and features the first 
West Coast restaurant from chef Daniel Humm 
and restaurateur Will Guidara (the team behind 
the NoMad New York City and the restaurant 
Eleven Madison Park). The property offers 
10,000 square feet of event space, including 
a 5,178-square-foot rooftop that holds 450, a 
2,375-square-foot mezzanine restaurant that 
seats 100 or holds 275 for receptions, and a suite 
that holds 30. There are also two private dining 
rooms, a coffee bar, and more. (649 South Olive 
St., thenomadhotel.com)

1  Hotel Indigo Los Angeles Downtown 
opened in April. Located in the Historic Core, the 
350-room, 18-story property—the IHG brand’s 
first Los Angeles location—offers 22,000 square 
feet of meeting space spread across 11 rooms; 
the largest room holds 410 people. There is also 
a 9,100-square-foot outdoor pool terrace. The 
hotel’s top-floor cocktail lounge, 18 Social, opened 
in June and features a 10-seat bar and a 100-seat 
lounge area; the entire venue is available for 
buyouts. The hotel has a 1920s Prohibition-era 
design by Hirsch Bedner Associates, and was 
inspired by underground speakeasies, the Fiesta 
de las Flores parade, old Hollywood, and historic 
Chinatown. (899 Francisco St., ihg.com)

Housed in the 1924 Beaux Arts-style 
Commercial Exchange building, the Freehand is a 
stylish boutique hotel-hostel hybrid that opened 
in June. The 13-story Rydell Group hotel has 226 
rooms: 167 private rooms and 59 hostel-style 
rooms that have as many as eight beds. Israeli 
restaurant the Exchange seats 60 inside and 32 
outside; a mezzanine level seats an additional 
44. Also on site is Rudolph’s Bar and Tea in the 
lobby, which seats 65 or holds 150 for receptions. 
Other event space includes the Burroughs Suite, 

which holds 25. Open since September is the 
3,520-square-foot rooftop space with a pool, city 
views, and the Broken Shaker rooftop bar; the bar 
seats 96 or holds 235 for receptions. (416 West 8th 
St., thefreehand.com)

The Hotel Figueroa is slated to complete 
a redesign in spring 2018 that restores the 
downtown hotel’s original 1920s Spanish-Colonial 
style. More than 12,000 square feet of event 
space will be available, spread across several new 
versatile rooms. The 2,100-square-foot Gran Sala 
has French doors, an original limestone fireplace, 
and views of the pool. Another unique venue is 
Tangier, a lower-level Morocco-inspired lounge 
with six semiprivate areas; the 2,300-square-foot 
space has a DJ booth and built-in audiovisual 
accessories. A 1,500-square-foot outdoor space, 
dubbed Rick’s Place, has views of the pool and the 
downtown skyline. Meanwhile, the 700-square-
foot lobby bar has a hidden 300-square-foot 
private room where the walls and ceilings are 
covered in mirrors to create the illusion of infinite 
space. (939 South Figueroa St., figueroahotel.com)

The historic Mayfair Hotel, built in the 
1920s, is undergoing a three-phase multimillion-
dollar renovation in collaboration with ICO 
Development and architect Gulla Jonsdottir. 
Phase two is slated to be completed in spring 
2018 and includes the hotel’s event space, lobby, 
and food and beverage areas. A newly restored 
2,117-square-foot ballroom—once the site of 
the first Academy Awards after-party in 1929—
features original brick and exposed industrial 
beaming, plus an ornate black-crystal chandelier, 
a 34-foot white marble fireplace, floor-to-ceiling 
antique mirrors, and space for 281 people. The 
15-story hotel has 296 guest rooms. (1256 West 
7th St., mayfairla.com)

The Courtyard & Residence Inn by Marriott 
at L.A. Live is a dual-hotel property with more 
than 15,449 square feet of shared event space 
spread over 10 meeeting rooms. The largest 
space is the 3,552-square-foot L.A. Ballroom; it 
seats 180 banquet-style or holds 250 for recep-
tions. An outdoor pool deck holds 150, while two 
boardrooms seat 12 and 10 people, respectively.  
American bistro Table 901 offers all-day dining. 
(901 West Olympic Blvd., marriott.com)

HOTEL PARTY
Plan a board meeting for 
10 or a reception for 450 at 
these downtown hotels.
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